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MAXIME MAGNON 
 
 
Country: France 
Region: Languedoc 
Appellation(s): Vin de Pays de la Vallée du 
Paradis, Corbières 
Producer: Maxime Magnon 
Founded: 2002 
Annual Production: 1,700 cases 
Farming: Organic 
Website: N/A 

 
 
 

That Maxime Magnon is part of one of the most revolutionary wine movements in France should 
give him a justifiable swagger to his step, yet he is nonetheless a reluctant hero. This thirty-
something Burgundian was not born with hereditary rights to a domaine, but makes his own wine in 
the Corbières A.O.C. instead  He was fortunate to have purchased some prime parcels of old vines 
from abandoned plots and rents his cellar—a garagiste if ever there was one. He farms nine parcels 
over eleven hectares, with steep vineyards that reach high altitudes, and manages it all on his own. 
Maxime is part of the new wave of passionate viticulteurs who cultivate their vines with the utmost 
respect for nature and the soil. He’s certified organic, but also incorporates biodynamic practices 
into his vineyard management. Like his good friend and mentor, Didier Barral (in Faugères), and 
Jean Foillard (under whom he studied in Morgon), he is a naturalist at heart, and seeks to create a 
harmonious ecosystem in his vineyards.  
 
Most of Maxime’s vineyard land is comprised of schist and limestone subsoils in the sub-appellation 
Hautes Corbières, bordering Fitou to the South. This is incredibly tough terrain to farm in, as there 
is virtually no top-soil, just pure rock and garrigue. The Corbières “Rozeta” is a blend of these two 
district terroirs. This blend is particularly unique, from Carignan vineyards that are dispersed with 
numerous varietals of older vines, namely Grenache Gris, Macabou, and Terret, which are all picked 
and fermented together—a true field blend of the old school. “La Démarrante” is a blend of only 
Carignan and Cinsault, which does not adhere to the appellation rules; therefore it is designated as a 
Vin de Pays. It is terrific young and deliciously quaffable. Maxime’s tête de cuvé, “Campagnès,” is a 
single vineyard of the hundred-year-old Carignan, and is the most age-worthy in his line-up. All 
wines are aged in second-hand, Burgundian barrels sourced from a producer in Chassagne. “La 
Démarrante” ages both in cuve and in foudre.  His wines offer great expression of fruit with immediate 
approachability.  
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MAXIME MAGNON (continued) 
 

Wine Blend Vine Age Soil Type Vineyard 
Area* 

Vin de Pays d’Oc BBllaanncc  
“La Bégou” 

Primarily Grenache Gris 
Some Grenache Blanc 50-60 yrs Limestone, schist 

Corbières Rosé 
“Métisse” 

30% Cinsault,  
30% Grenache Noir,  
20% Carignan,  
20% Grenache Blanc 

80 yrs Limestone, schist 

Vin de Pays d’Oc RRoouuggee  
“ La Démarrante” Carignan, Cinsault 50-60 yrs Sandy limestone, 

schist 

Corbières RRoouuggee  
“Rozeta” 

Field blend:  
mostly Carignan ; also 

Grenache 
Syrah 

Grenache Gris 
Macabou 

Terret 

50-60 yrs 
Limestone and 
Schist with 
fissured rock 

Corbières RRoouuggee  
“Campagnès” 

Field blend: 
 95% Carignan ; also 

Grenache 
Syrah 

Grenache Gris 
Macabou 

Terret 

> 100 yrs Clay and limestone 

Approximately  
11 ha 

* “ha”=hectares; one hectare equals roughly two and a half acres 
 
VITICULTURE / VINIFICATION 

• Sheep graze throughout vineyards to control weeds and provide manure to fertilize vines 
• Certified organic, but also incorporates biodynamic practices  
• Vines all planted in gobelet style 
• Farms area of Hautes Corbières, a sub-appellation within A.O.C. Corbières that borders 

Fitou, and sits at a higher elevation with very rocky terrain 
• Vinifies using whole cluster fermentation 
• No sulfur used during vinification 

 
Corbières Rosé “Métisse”: 

• Grenache Noir, Carignan, and Grenache Blanc are vinified together 
• Cinsault is vinified separately (different harvest date) 
• Whole cluster fermentation lasting 10 to 12 days 
• Vinification in cement, raised for 6 months in 6 to 8 year old barrels 
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MAXIME MAGNON (continued) 
 
Vin de Pays d’Oc RRoouuggee  “La Démarrante”: 

• Aged in both cuve and foudre 
 
Corbières RRoouuggee  “Rozeta”: 

• Grapes from field blend are picked and fermented together  
• Ages wine in previously used Burgundian barrels from a producer in Chassagne-Montrachet 

 
Corbières RRoouuggee  “Campagnès”: 

• Grapes from field blend are picked and fermented together 
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MAXIME MAGNON (continued) 
 

• Ages wine in previously used Burgundian barrels from a producer in Chassagne-Montrachet 
 
 
MISCELLANEA 
 
As in many regions in France now, Magnon’s vineyards sit above a sea of cave cooperative vineyards in the lower 
lands which are trained on wires and planted for maximum productivity. He is a young guy reaching back to the 
history of the appellation for his inspiration, while using new (although natural) winemaking techniques such as 
carbonic maceration. Buying his wines supports a young generation trying to do the right thing for the land by protecting 
the old vineyards and terroirs. 
                    Dixon Brooke, KLWM 
!
But the first question to pose here might be, what is a Campagnès? It is the name of a parcel of vines on a slope above 
the lovely river Berre in the Corbières. It is 100% Carignan1, gang, 100 years old! Magnon’s style reminds me of Jean 
Foillard’s in Morgon. Magnon is the southern Foillard. The wine’s fruit is delicious, lovely and deep. It is not inky, 
alcoholic, or torturously tannic. There is a lot of wine in the wine, and every moment is created to please. You have an 
impression of little wild berries giving their all, and an incredibly silky texture. 

Kermit Lynch 
 
 

                                                 
1 “Campagnès” is a field blend of 95% Old vine Carignan co-planted and co-fermented with Grenache, Syrah, Grenache 
Gris, Macabou, and Terret. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


